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Un 30 larch 1950 a general work shtoppage brole out in the Shell Company oil~
£ield at Casipua, Stato of Falcon, Vemegzuela, as a result of the circulation
of a strike notice uhiich was simmed by the "Comite de Ielge". OF approxiw
nately 500 workers in Casigua, only some 100 were left on the job to naintain
regular oil productlon, power, waber, commissary, hospital, and other basic
sorvices.

The goverwnont dispatched a SubeIngpector of Labor with onro Hational Guard
officer via a Shell Company plane to the area to porsuade the strilmrs to ro-
turn to work. The presldent of the cne labor syndicate in Casiguan, the UTC,
which 18 blus and composed of both Communilste and former Acelon Demoeratioaz
6lenents, was found in hiding. In the presence of the liational Guard officer,
he instructed individual workers as they received their pay envelopes on

31 Uarch to be back at work on 1 April. In spite of his instruetions, however,
only enployees in strategic services such as telephone, lipght, wabter, and pump
gtations veported for work. ‘

An officlal of the govermment toured the resldentizl sections by aubomobils and
encouraped the werlers by pneans of loud spealkers to go back to work., Two
governnent planes oirculated sbove the Caslgua area early Saturday dropping
handbills vhich sbatod that there was no national strike and adnonished workers
to return o their jobs. Uorkers reportedly rathored up theso notices and
burneod then. As of L April there were cbout 15 Guardsron in the avea ond the
governent was reported to be sending in an additional twenty. '

ilany of the workers nade it !mown that they would not go back to work mntil
they were porsonslly insiructed to do go by their leaders in Caracas or llaracaibo.

The directorate of tho UIC, except for the president, who is being held by the
Wational Guard, is in hiding.

While rumors of a strike set for 3 or 4 April porsist in the Bolivar District,
there has been no evidoncs to support them and o reason up to 2 April to belisve
that the Casipua strilo would spread. llaracalbo, the Dolivar Distriet, and the
Wast lake ares were completely normal as of 2 April with no strile ineidents Tow
ported. The lational Guard has robile units on the alert and reenforcersnis

ean be rushed into the area at the slighbest indication of trouble. Agitetors
wore being picked up and held by the polies on 2 April,
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Cabimag and other syndiecate loeals have been padlocled by the goverament, while
the blus or white headguarters hag been allowed to remain open, although all
ayndicato activities have been prohibited by the povernnment.
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